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M-KMMW'd f(Mt Inspector General 
SUBJECT t Air Sstiaatos 

ii© r-iiSMCa 1 lour as no of 26 lay 1^53* stem subject 


3 5 5 


m 4 }* p 10 allegation that the Chief of the Aircraft branch, Industrial 

uiiriaioa, OjM insists that bis branch condom in its estiraatss on Soviet 
«XP strength to the sstiaatea being aodt by the 05AF is not true, 7m 
technical staff of the Aircraft branch has developed, independent techniques 
of aa tiaE tjqa based on sound ©canonic and .mthosatical reasoning atiioh 
have been tested in the *JS aircraft industry and found to be valid within 
acceptable Units of error* 


2. The throe questions poaad in paragraph 2 of reference -aesto would 
obviously require answer .if the allegation stated were true, iiowsrver# 
in spite of the fact that the allege lion is not true* 1 propose to 
consent the questions* for academic ifttere.it only, 

a. Obviously no ■useful purpose would accrue if astiaates mde 
by the Aircraft branch wre asade to cotuorr. to- i l&ne ectiustea without 
a clear iirficalicsn that USAF had better and more reliable evidence to 
back its claisis. 
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b* The Aircraft branch# as well as all other branch cs of C£liu 
ia concerned with the production of estiaatss on the total ecanouy 
Sloe, the Aircraft branch is not ooncarnad ndth 
Order of Battle Sstiaates*’ since tills function is, and always j as 
been# the province of t\# Service intelligence cooponents, the 
diwasaft plants and production is an important caaponent 
Hfet aiui^y of the total Soviet economy* furthermore# the fomr 
5 ff *^ lg y Air fores asked Mr* bailee# tnen JjQx, for the 

assistance of CIA In asking independent sstiaates of the capabilities 
e* potential er*wxtss so that USAF would not have to base its budget 
as aat l as t g c aaSh onl y by A«2. ^ 


®» I not at all sure that the Aircraft Branch "by its 

we^r nature sawt conflict with Air force aaUaabes." Seth MbAi 
sess wia «n> smokin g the best eatiaate of the adabili tr of the 
Ssviali Use and there in an reason «diy their estiaatas "aiat 
seafjlij^ ywsr point as to the advisability of living 

sa Af officer be ading up the Aircraft Branch is wtH taken* The 
hidtoiy ctf r^@csruJ.'fcoKrit £&r position X& &o Airier*©# 'Uks* cto 
10 12$l 9 a recruitment request was submitted to ferswsrel 

*** Chio - r * Aircraft branch, Xaduetrlal ALvleicei, In the saa nalag 
20 souths# 25 personnel files wore reviewed in de tail and an unknown 
«si4St«r in general, On 1 September 1952, the pres ent branch Chief 


took own* from 
assigned to thi^S 


who was originally 

lag recruitment of a civilian., I 
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. Mgr interesting £13e is b»inc o&refuiljr 

mrUwA la fell recognition that the peoiUori «f Qilef of the 
Mreraft branch should bo filled tgr & edUdllan. 

3* 1 trust that the above stateswnta adequately answer your 

questions. If you should inquire further substantiation or Justlfl- 
eatitm of an;:' of those atatonenta, I shall bo hajpgr to furnish It. 


& 

aoBSRi angst, ja. 
Deputy iHreottar/Iauni game* 
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